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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes
It was another wonderful week at Cole School! Students and staff are settling into the new routines with a full
class of friends. They’ve really done a wonderful job building stamina and following safety protocols. Kudos to our
students, families, and staff for doing their part to make our return to full in a success!

A few areas that we need parent/family support to improve include completing the daily COVID pass accurately
and ensuring that Cole School is selected each day. Also, if you are using the pick up loop, every car MUST have
your placard and your last name posted in the window. This simple task helps move the flow of traffic along.

Our students and staff participated in our first full in fire drill on Thursday. It was a perfect day for a very quick drill
and everyone did an excellent job!

Hero vs. Villain Spirit Day is coming on Friday, April 12th. Your child may dress as their favorite hero or villain (no
weapons, please). While we welcome superheroes, please remember that heroes come in all shapes, sizes, and
occupations.  We have many heroes around us each day and you don’t see their capes.

Secretary’s Day is coming up on Wednesday, April 21st which happens to be during the April vacation week. We’ll
find some time on Wednesday, April 14th to show some love to our secretary, Mrs. Tracey, and our office aide,
Mrs. Higgins, on that day. Be sure to remind your child to say thank you both of them when they see them that
day!

Believe it or not, we are beginning our placement process for the 2021-2022 school year soon. Part of our
placement process is to gather input from families regarding placement. Families are NOT required to complete
this form, but if there is something critical that you feel needs to be considered for placement, please use this form
to let us know. We will hold a firm ending date of Friday, April 23rd. No input will be considered after this date as
we will already be underway with the placement process.

Parent Conferences are scheduled from 5:00-7:00pm on Tuesday, April 27th and from 1:30-3:30pm on
Wednesday, April 28th.  Links to sign up for parent conferences will be sent home via email on Monday, April 5th.

https://forms.gle/3RrthPkY6eSLEmTg7


If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist.

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

Nurse’s Notes
The School Committee voted last Monday to accept a change to the Close Contact Protocol. We will be aligning
with the CDC recommendations and requirements.

People who have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 will need to quarantine—excluding
people who have had COVID-19 within the past 3 months or who are fully vaccinated.

● People who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 3 months and recovered do not have to
quarantine or get tested again as long as they do not develop new symptoms.

What counts as close contact?

● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more in a 24 hour period
● You provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19
● You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them)
● You shared eating or drinking utensils
● They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you

Your local public health authorities make the final decisions about how long quarantine should last, based on local
conditions and needs. Follow the recommendations of your local public health department if you need to
quarantine. Options they will consider include stopping quarantine

● After day 10 without testing
● After day 7 after receiving a negative test result (test must occur on day 5 or later)

After stopping quarantine, you should

● Watch for symptoms until 14 days after exposure.
● If you have symptoms, immediately self-isolate and contact your local public health authority or healthcare

provider.
● Wear a mask, stay at least 6 feet from others, wash your hands, avoid crowds, and take other steps to

prevent the spread of COVID-19.

It is allergy season. If your child has recurring seasonal allergies, now is the time to start their allergy treatments. If
your child does not usually have seasonal allergies and they wake up with a sore throat, runny nose and
congestion, please contact your Pediatrician. These may be COVID symptoms and your child might need to be
tested.

Please call with any questions. I am here to help.

Beth MacDougall RN (781) 659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html




Counselors’ Corner
One full week into fully in-person learning, and we continue to be so impressed with Cole students’ resilience and
positivity!  That being said, it is still an adjustment for everyone and some things just aren’t like they used to be,
which can be hard to cope with.  In this coming Monday’s SEL lessons we’ll be discussing lunch, specifically, and
how to make it an inclusive, social time, even with 6 feet between seats.  As always, please reach out to Dr.
Ciolkosz or Mrs. Walsh if your child needs our support with the transition back, or has other concerns.

Resource of the Week - On that note, here’s a great worksheet to facilitate a conversation with your kids about
how they’re handling all the changes the past year has brought.

Norwell Food Services
April’s Lunch Menu: here

Summer 2021 Norwell Recreation Program Guides will be delivered to all resident households and PO Boxes
between 4/15/21-4/17/21.  Online Registration for all Summer 2021 programs begins at 10:00am on Wednesday
5/5/21 for Norwell Residents only!  Mail-In, Walk-In and Non-Resident Registration begins on Wednesday 5/12/21
at 10:00am.  Families are recommended to confirm account passwords, update existing accounts or set-up new
accounts prior to 5/5/21 to ensure a smooth online registration process on the day of registration. Program
information will be available online on 4/17/21 at https://apm.activecommunities.com/norwellrecreation/Home. A
printable version of the Summer 2021 Program Guide is available at
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department.

Norwell Recreation will offer over 120 sessions of over 35 programs.  Many programs have a tendency to fill up
fast!  Participant’s school grades for Summer 2021 programs are based on the grade they will be entering in Fall
2021.  Norwell Recreation’s traditional “Summer Recreation Program” known as “SCENE” will start the week of
6/28/21.  Participants 4 years old to entering Grade 1 may register for Kinder SCENE to be held at Town Hall.
2nd-5th Graders may register for Kid SCENE to be held at Vinal School.  Summer SCENE is available for 6th-8th

Graders and features 2 exciting field trips each week! Thursday Night is Flag Football Night in Norwell with the
NFL FLAG program!  Norwell Recreation will feature a variety of youth “Summer Clinics” ranging from art, sports,
cooking, computer animation, filmmaking, music, STEM and more!

Norwell Recreation is excited for new programs as well as expanding and returning activities in Summer 2021.
Norwell Recreation is also excited about the return of some other outdoor favorites like Archery, Field Hockey, and
Instructional Youth Golf at Harmon Golf Club.  Adults can have fun too with the return of Adult Instructional Golf,
Adult Pickleball and Adult Soccer plus fitness and yoga classes.

Mask-wearing, social distancing, self-screening and other precautions will be in place based on state and local
guidelines and will be in place to ensure safety for staff and participants.
To access or set-up your online account: Visit www.townofnorwell.net and click on RECREATION listed under
departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY REGISTRATION!

The Norwell Recreation Department is located at Town Hall 345 Main St., Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm,
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm.  For more information visit www.townofnorwell.net or call (781) 659-8046.

https://media.centervention.com/pdf/Change-Happens.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043
https://apm.activecommunities.com/norwellrecreation/Home
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department
http://www.townofnorwell.net/
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